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Call for Expressions of Interest - Workshops at the
European Robotics Forum (ERF) 2027

On behalf of the Programme Committee, we invite you to submit your workshop proposal for
the 18th edition of the European Robotics Forum, to be held from 2-4 March 2027 in
Birmingham, United Kingdom.

Introduction

The European Robotics Forum is the most influential meeting of the European robotics
community, bringing together academia, industry, policymakers, investors and wider society. It
aims to foster communication, knowledge transfer and collaboration across the full robotics
value chain, spanning enabling technologies, real-world applications and systemic impact. ERF
provides a forum to examine recent advances and future directions in robotics in the context of
industrial adoption, public services, regulation, ethics and societal outcomes, alongside
qguestions of finance, investment and business models. Robotics is addressed in its broadest
sense, from foundational disciplines such as mechatronics, control, perception and cognition, to
emerging themes including artificial intelligence, data, skills and education, and the policy

frameworks required to support responsible and scalable deployment.

Based on feedback from previous ERFs, we have revised the programme generation concept in
2025 and 2026 and further fine-tuned the process for ERF2027. Therefore, it’s important to read

the following information carefully as it has changed from previous years.
With this call, we focus on the revised concept for the “classical” ERF Workshops.

Specific calls for the Industrial Scientific track, resulting in scientific publications and other

elements such as awards, will be published separately.



Detailed descriptions of both tracks can be found here:

This call mainly asks the community to submit:

Step 1: Expression of Interest (Eol) for Workshop (WS) topics for ERF2027

We would like to collect specific interests in having a WS at ERF2027 on a focused topic area. At
this stage, only expressions of interest with a short description of the topic are expected, no
detailed WS descriptions. We would also like to see if you are aiming at (co-)facilitating a WS
on the topic, or contributing content without being a lead organiser, or are primarily interested
in seeing the topic included in the programme as an attendee.

Please do not approach potential speakers or panellists, etc, at this stage. Rather, use the links
between Topic Groups (TGs), Innovation networks and additional players in “your” community
to align for only a few workshops on a topic area.

The Programme Committee (PC) will review all Expressions of Interest, identify overlapping or
closely related topics, and decide whether to accept an Eol, encourage the consolidation of
several Eols into one or more workshops on clearly defined themes, or reject an Eol. Where an
Eol (or group of Eols) is accepted, the proposers will then work together to develop the full
workshop content and structure, supported by mentoring from a member of the Programme

Committee.

The only way to get a workshop into ERF2027 is to follow this 2-step process, you cannot skip
Step 1. Only WSs that are agreed after Step 1 are invited to submit a full WS description;
sending a full proposal directly is not possible.

After the submission deadline, the Programme Committee will assess the expressions of

interest in the following way.
Programm mmi work after expression of inter 1

Following review and acceptance, the Programme Committee will convene coordination calls
with the relevant proposers to align scope and objectives and to agree on one or a small

number of coherent workshop proposals. The organisers will then jointly develop the workshop
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description, structure and participation plan, based on guidance from an assigned Programme

Committee mentor to ensure expected focus, balance and relevance to workshop criteria.

Disclaimer: Submitting an Expression of Interest does not guarantee a WS slot on the proposed
topic during ERF2027. This is to be further defined within Step 2.

Step 2: Organisation of the actual WS

Organisers whose Expressions of Interest have been grouped under a common topic will be
asked to work together to develop the full workshop proposal. This includes preparing the
workshop description, defining the format, and identifying and inviting speakers and panellists.
The Programme Committee will provide a template and guidance to support a clear and
consistent description and workshop format in the ERF programme.

Workshops are expected to deliver clear added value from in-person participation. Formats
based solely on sequential presentations or high-level panel discussions are unlikely to be
suitable, as these could be delivered equally effectively online. Organisers should therefore
prioritise engagement, interaction and active discussion with tangible outcomes. At least 50%
of the workshop duration must be dedicated to interactive formats, such as moderated
discussion panels, roundtable sessions, breakout or group discussions, co-creation or

roadmapping activities, or other participatory methods that actively involve attendees.

Once a draft workshop description is submitted, the Programme Committee will carry out an
initial check for completeness and sufficient level of detail, and will also assess potential
scheduling conflicts at this stage.

When the agenda is sufficiently stable, it is published together with the full workshop
descriptions. Ideally, some preparatory material is made available and communicated by the WS

organisers on our community platform https://www.robotics-portal.eu/ upfront to ensure an
interactive WS and to identify a clear outcome of the WS.

Timeline:

e 21 June 2026 (23:59 CEST strict): Step 1: Deadline for Expression of Interest step 1, then
alignment and restructuring of WS proposals
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e 3 August 2026: WS proposals aligned and agreed in the PC, number of WS and tracks
clear, proposers asked to create WS descriptions with all details, including guidelines for
WS development and organisation. Programme committee members will communicate
with community members submitting Eols on the next steps to define initial WS
descriptions.

o 30 August 2026 (23:59 CEST strict): Deadline for the first WS titles and high-level
descriptions
3 September: Preliminary list of workshop topics made public.

e 20 September 2026 (23:59 CEST strict): Step 2: Deadline for first WS descriptions, good
descriptions should be in place, quality control for the WS descriptions (not the content)
will be applied! At this point, we should know the organisers and speakers so we can
check if they are involved in other WS and identify potential schedule conflicts.

o 30 September 2026: First program draft ready and checked by all WS organisers and
contributors for consistency and minimisation of topic overlap.

e 1 October 2026: First programme version made public.

e Between October 2026 and March 2027, several WS organiser calls will be arranged
with guidelines and best practices on hosting the workshop (at least 1 call needs to be
attended by each WS organiser).

e 1 December 2026: Final program with all details published, including selection of WS for
industry.

2-4 March 2027: ERF takes place in Birmingham.

e April 2027: All WS reports and material such as presentations and discussion outcomes,

are collected and published

Submission of Expressions of Interest - deadline 21 June 2026 (23:59 CEST strict)

For Step 1, please submit your Expression of Interest by 21 June 2026 via this online form:

https://forms.gle/hMC6N6gUVtAAWTrLr9

Please note that you must submit your WS ideas in step 1; full proposals without this step will
not be accepted, neither for step 1 nor later on.
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