
 
 
 
 

 
 

The difference between Classical Workshops and the 
Industrial Scientific Track Contributions at the European 
Robotics Forum (ERF) 

Please be aware that the “classical” ERF workshops and the papers for the industrial scientific 
track are different. Based on some feedback after ERF2026 and previous years, please find a 
table below that clarifies the different formats and processes behind the “classical” ERF 
workshops and the research papers at the industrial scientific track.  

 

Aspect “Classical” Workshops Industrial Scientific Track 
Contributions 

Purpose Thematic discussions, discussion 
on recent developments in 
application domains and 
technologies, industry-academia 
interaction, forecasts, strategy, 
non-technical topics 

Presentation of original, 
peer-reviewed scientific research 

Audience Broad ERF community (research, 
industry, policy, end users) 

Primarily researchers from industry 
and academia 

Submission 
Type 

Workshop proposal in 2 stages, 
1st Expressions of interest to 
define the topics, then when topics 
and organisers are clear, a full WS 
description as the 2nd stage 

Full research paper (max. 6 pages, 
incl. references) 

Timeline and 
calls 

Step 1 closes on 21 June 2027. 
There is no option to submit full 
proposal workshops at a later 
stage, i.e. no step 2 proposal 
without having submitted an 
expression of Interest in step 1.​
​
Step 2:​
3 August 2026: WS proposals 

More information and detailed 
timeline will follow. 
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Aspect “Classical” Workshops Industrial Scientific Track 
Contributions 

aligned and agreed in the PC, 

number of WS and tracks clear,  

proposers asked to create WS 

descriptions with all details​
30 August 2026: Deadline for the 

first WS titles and high level 

descriptions 

3 September: Preliminary list of 

workshop topics made public 

20 September 2026: First program 

draft ready and checked by all WS 

organisers​
1 October 2026:  First programme 

version made public 

Review 
Process 

Evaluated by the ERF Programme 
Committee for relevance and 
balance, alignment of WS 
proposal ideas to form focused 
WS 

Peer-reviewed (single-blind) by 
scientific experts 

Format Talks, panels, interactive sessions, 
discussions and actual WS with 
audience ​
Also “easy-entry” WS, especially 
to discuss industry-relevant topics 
anticipated 

 "pitch + poster" format 

Publication Not formally published, but WS 
material and results will be on the 
euRobotics websites for ERF 
participants and euRobotics 
members 

Published in Springer’s SPAR 
proceedings, for 2025 see 
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007
/978-3-031-89471-8 , 2026 to be 
published 

Format 
Flexibility 

High – organizers define the 
structure 

Fixed academic structure 
(presentation slots, formatting rules) 
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Aspect “Classical” Workshops Industrial Scientific Track 
Contributions 

Content Focus Recent developments, tech 
transfer and uptake, policy, 
ecosystem building, networking, 
discussion of alternatives, etc. 

Technical novelty, methodology, 
experimental results 

Outcome Community engagement, 
roadmap shaping, project 
showcasing 

Scientific dissemination, academic 
recognition, citation potential 

Links to calls Call for Expressions of Interest: 
https://forms.gle/M5EAsiwKnLGJa
eZX8 
Deadline: 21 June 2026 (strict!) 

To be announced at a later stage 
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